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"ﬂ“ the war achuaily began, thea
ineltigence divides vp and the miliary
focuses oa the lxctical side — whcre

forces are, what damage is being
done 10 them — and nauonal in-
telligence tends 10 Jook at the larger
issues —~ what's the overall cffec-
tive impact of that, what is happen-
ing outside of Iraq."

On July 3, Bush ted Kerr
and seven other senior government
officials with Prgsidential Citizens
Medals for their work in the Persian
Gulf War, During 4 White House
ceremony, Bush said the medals are
usually presented Lo Americans for
lifetime contributions.

“In Desert Swrm, we have 8
'watershed event, so unique, $0 sin-
gular ... that jt is Qtsng, par-
ticularly before the day of our in.
dependence, that we recognize the
exceptional service that was
rendered by a8 special few,'” Bush
said,

‘1 think everyone appreciates
recognition,’’ Kerr sajd about the
honot. “‘It's panticularly imponant
when the president recognizes you
personally.'’

* Although the CIA was heavily
involved in Desert Storm, Kerr said
the agency sull had to monitor
other trouble spots in the world be-
fore and during the war,

“ ‘“We had prodlems with
Yugoslavia and
south Asia and the Sotiet Union
was fundamentally’ changing and

Eastern Mﬁ was changing,'’ he
said. ‘‘You just can't walk away
from those."

After spending 30 years as a
Soviet snalyst, Kerr has seen
dramatic changes in the country
during the last five years, Sull, he
hesitates to make 100 many predic-
tions about the future, ,

‘] think what you can say with
some degree of confidence is that
it's not going to g0 back 1o the way
it was,** e s3id, ‘It may be chaotic
and it certainly will be unstable, dut
it’s not going 10 be 8 regime of the

problems  with

Pt I's fundamentally changed

and it's going 1o change again.*
Although he is keenly inicrested,

in Soviet affaire, Kerr has mever

traveled Lo the Soviet Union, ’

Thers are reasons not 1 that
w?uld be fairly obvious,” he said.’
‘T am not at all inclined
u!;:c to the KGB.” @ wantio

err said he enjoys workd .
the CIA Dbecavse ysthe won '?.'
challenging and intellectually
sumﬂlaung.

, J'l's got 10 be one of the best-
L%b: in ‘\Lvna;hingtg. without ques-
, in $ of beinj
things,"” he said, e ‘hu of
During the last 20 years, the
g&l'gsimag& hz? been lamnished by
ure of plots 0 assassinats
Cuban leader Fidel Caswo and,
more recently, by the illegal diver-
;ygn of funds in the Iran-Contra af-
air, . '
““The agency's invalvement in &
(tran-Contra) from my perspective
was very marginal,” he said. *'I
think we get far more attention than
in fact is fair or we deserve. Not
that people shouldn't look at us
because 1 think any inwelligence
organization needs fairly careful
Revinel '
evertheless, Kerr acknowl-
edged that the scandal continues 10
daamage the CIA's eredidbility,

‘n.xe biggest misconception is
that it’s an organization thay doesn't
haye either a conscience or integri-
. he said, lt's far more objece
uve In my view than most of the
other products ... Including
newspapers.'*
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